Sir, current) infection with T. whippelii. Although this relatively small survey does not allow any reliable The introduction of polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based testing for Tropheryma whippelii, the causative estimates to be made of the prevalence of the disease it raises the possibility that exposure to the Whipple's organism of Whipple's disease and its recent cultivation in vitro1 has led to a resurgence of interest in bacillus maybe more widespread than hitherto believed, given its presence in sewage samples. Leeds General Infirmary have sought to define such background prevalence using healthy blood donors.
We performed PCR analysis on EDTA blood samples obtained anonymously following informed
